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Western faces a mandatory $2.5 mil-
lion budget cut for this fiscal year and 
another possible $10 million cut for the 
next fiscal year, as the result of Gov. 
Steve Beshear’s efforts to fix what he 
called a state budget “crisis.”
Beshear ordered on Dec. 21 a 3 
percent budget cut through July 1. He 
warned on Jan. 4 of a possible 12 per-
cent budget cut for state universities 
next fiscal year. 
Both came in response to a $434 mil-
lion state budget imbalance left by the 
previous governor for the 2008-2010 
biennium.
Wednesday, administrators were 
deciding where to make the 3 percent 
cut, Ransdell said, adding they would 
know in the next few weeks. Ransdell 
said he didn’t anticipate that the cut 
would affect tuition.
“We’ll deal with the 3 percent,” he 
said. “It’ll be painful, but not cata-
strophic.”
Ransdell said if the 12 percent cut 
becomes a reality, the damages could 
include the loss of total programs and a 
tuition increase of up to 8 or 9 percent, 
more than the 6 percent annual increase 
projected through 2012.
“We will come out of that a different 
institution,” he said.
Ransdell said although there is pos-
sibility of a tuition 
increase, the budget 
cut can’t be offset by 
increasing tuition.
“It’s important that 
we not overreact yet to the 
spectre of greater than 3 per-
cent because we don’t know for 
sure,” Ransdell said.
Mike Dale, assistant vice president 
of academic affairs and the provost’s 
office, sent an e-mail to each department 
on Jan. 16 asking them to put a tempo-
rary hold on vacant positions that could 
be part of the 3 percent cut.
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At their meeting tomorrow, 
The Board of Regents will 
discuss budget cuts and 
begin planning for future 
budget reductions.
WEATHER
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▼    Lawsuit
Junlian Zhang, a visiting 
scholar from China, is suing 
Western on five counts 











Two Louisville attorneys 
donated $250,000 to create 
a special topics class in the 
School of Journalism and 
Broadcasting. 
Check wkuherald.com for 
this and other exclusive 
online stories.
Campus security issues gained nation-
wide attention after the Virginia Tech 
shooting in April 2007. 
More buzz circulated when a man 
was banned from Western’s campus in 
November after bringing what authori-
ties considered to be a weapon into Mass 
Media and Technology Hall.
Administrators have been working 
on two methods to address a possible 
crisis: a gateway system controlled by 
an Event Notification Server (ENS) and 
a quick reference crisis guide for faculty 
and staff.
Telecommunications Director Edwin 
Craft said the ENS links all components 
of the crisis management communication 
system.
In the event of a crisis, the ENS will 
be activated and send a warning message 
to 200 on-campus phones per minute, 
13,000 cell phone subscribers, in-build-
ing paging speakers, digital signage, 
campus e-mail and first responders, such 
as police and firefighters. Students reg-
istering for classes this semester were 
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When people ask 17-year-old Olivia 
Gatten how old she is, she normally just 
says “I’m a freshman.”
Gatten is actually a student at the 
Academy of Math and Science, and if she 
were in high school, she would be a senior.
Gatten, along with friend Elizabeth 
Tankersley are back for their second 
semester in the Academy’s first year. 
After opening in August 2007, 
Academy officials and students have had 
to learn to adjust to life on the Hill. During 
the spring semester academy officials will 
focus more closely on academics and tran-
sitioning into the college atmosphere.
Students in the Academy have devel-
oped into a close-knit community, 
Director Tim Gott said.
Gatten said she could definitely iden-
tify with the other students.
“I feel like I’m more accepted,” she 
said. “In high school, I was the freak 
nerdy girl who liked school. Here, I’m 
one of the normal ones.”
Tankersley, also 17, agreed with 
Gatten.
“Most of our high school lives, we 
were the smart kids,” she said. “Now 
we all are. Here, I’ll make some obscure 
allusion and no one bats an eye.”
Gott said that in other academies like 
Gatton, about 50 percent of the students 
will go to in-state colleges. He predicts 
that 25 percent of the students who stay 
in the state will attend Western.
“We’d love to see them stay at WKU 
if that’s what they want,” Gott said.
Three two-year scholarships are available 
for Academy graduates. The scholarships 
cover in-state tuition and the highest covers 
on-campus housing, meals and books. 
The recipient selection will be based 
on grades, standardized test scores, activ-
ities, advanced courses and awards.
Western and Academy officials are 
also working with legislators to allow the 
Academy authorization to grant diplomas.
Without the legislation, the Academy 
has to build individual contracts with 
each school the student comes from to 
allow them to get diplomas from their 










In about a 30 page ruling, an Italian 
judge stated that Gabibbo, a red blob 
almost identical to Big Red, was an 
unauthorized elaboration of Western’s 
mascot.
Big Red deserves protection, she 
stated according to a summarization by 
Italian attorney Giorgio Mondini.
The judge said that Antonio Ricci may 
have been inspired by Big Red when he 
created Gabibbo for a satirical news pro-
gram called “Stripping the News.” 
But Judge Roberta Cinosuro ruled 
against Western in the copyright and 
trademark infringement lawsuit, a deci-
sion that prevented Western from gain-
ing about $10 million to $17.5 million 
dollars. 
Western, Crossland Enterprises Inc. 
and Adfra sued the television company 
Mediaset in 2002, saying the company 
copied Big Red to create Gabibbo.
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DEC. 21
The governor’s budget office informed university 
presidents of the budget imbalance and asked 
for a response. Ransdell said the news came as 
“a complete surprise.”
DEC. 27
Each university presented a response to Gov. 
Steve Beshear about how individuals universities 
would meet the budget cut.
JAN. 3
Beshear met with university presidents in 
Frankfort to explain the budget imbalance. 
Ransdell said Beshear asked them “to be part of 
the solution.”
JAN. 4
The budget office informed universities of 
the potential 12 percent cut and asked for a 
response. Ransdell later described this potential 
cut as “dramatic” and “catastrophic.”
JAN. 11
The Council on Postsecondary Education and 10 
higher education institution presidents signed a 
collective letter about the negative impact of the 
cuts  as a response to the 12 percent cut. The 
letter said the cut would cause “immeasurable 
damage” to higher education institutions.
JAN. 29
Beshear will present a balanced budget to the 
General Assembly.
JAN. 30
Ransdell will testify in a House sub-committee 
about the budget. “We’re playing defense,” he 
said Jan. 17. “We’d rather be playing offense.”
MAR. 31
The 2008 session of the General Assembly ends. 






Higher education bears 
30 percent of state 
budget cuts
S e e  b U D G E T ,  p a g e  6 a
Academy students learn to 
adjust during first semester
LUKE SHARRETT/HERALD
Tara Cusick of Versailles (left) jokes with fellow second floor girls in their common 
room in the Academy of Math and Science.
A look at how campus con-
struction projects are con-
tinuing through the spring 
semester. page 8A
    Renovations▼
Athletics Director Wood 
Selig will present regents 
with a year one status 
report about the football 
team’s transition season 
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 
1 through 9 with no repeats.




u  Suzanne K. Cichowlcz, Rockfield, was arrested 
on Jan. 20 on charges of failure to illuminate and 
driving under the influence on Normal Drive. She 
was released from the Warren County Regional Jail 
the same day on an $850 cash bond.
u  Devin M. Farrell, Keen Hall, was arrested on Jan. 
20 on charges of possession of marijuana. He was 
released from the Warren County jail the same day 
on a $1,000 unsecured bond.
u  David M. Blomquist, Cable Street, was arrested 
on Jan. 18 on charges of alcohol intoxication in a 
public place on Chestnut Street. He was released 
from the Warren County jail the same day on time 
served.
u  Joshua S. Moncrief, Serbern Close Court, was 
arrested on Jan. 17 on charges of reckless driving 
and driving under the influence at Park and Ogden 
streets. He was released from the Warren County Jail 
the same day on a court order.
u Ian A. Brandon, Patton Way, was arrested on 
Jan. 16 on charges of speeding and driving under 
the influence on Normal Drive.  He was released 
from the Warren County jail the same day on a court 
order.
u  Danny J. Brown, Clearview Avenue, was arrested 
on Jan. 14 on charges of disorderly conduct, harass-
ment and reckless driving after allegedly screaming 
obscenities at a campus police officer at a Speedway 
gas station on Nashville Road.  He was released from 
the Warren County Jail the same day on a $500 cash 
bond.
u   Rick T. Heavrin, Harned, was arrested on Jan. 13 
on charges of alcohol intoxication in a public place at 
the fine arts center. He was released from the Warren 
County Jail the same day on time served.
u  Samuel S. Treesh, Glen Lilly Road, was arrested 
on Jan. 12 on charges of speeding, disregarding a 
compulsory turn lane and fleeing or evading police 
on University Boulevard.  He was released from 
the Warren County Jail the same day on a $669 
cash bond.
u  Nick R. Stafford, Depot Road, was arrested 
on Jan. 10 on charges of receiving stolen prop-
erty, theft and attempted theft, driving under the 
influence, driving with a suspended license and 
leaving the scene of an accident. According to 
police, Stafford was driving a Toyota without per-
mission. He had attempted to enter a black van and 
had entered a black BMW. Police reported that 
Stafford attempted to flee the scene after crashing 
the Toyota at Normal and State streets. Stafford is 
lodged at the Warren County Jail. Bond was set 
at $15,000 cash.
u Charles D. Hill, Greenwood Alley, was arrest-
ed on Jan. 9 on charges of disregarding a stop 
sign, expired registration, failure to produce 
proof of insurance and driving under the influ-
ence at 13th Avenue and College Street.  He was 
released from the Warren County jail on Jan. 16 
on an $800 cash bond.
Crime reports
Reports
u  Melanie Newton, Minton 
Hall, reported on Jan. 20 a theft, 
after she left the Subway at 
Downing University Center 
without her purse. Upon return-
ing 40 minutes later, the purse 
was gone. The value of the theft 
was $475.
u  Brian Thierauf, Barnes-
Campbell Hall, reported on Jan. 
20 an iPod nano stolen from his 
dorm room. The value of the 
theft was $200.
u Alexander Ross, Pearce-Ford 
Tower, reported on Jan. 15 his 
red gas-powered scooter stolen 
from a bike rack in front of 
PFT. The value of the theft was 
$300.
u  Kameron McNeal, PFT, 
reported on Jan. 11 a TV and 
mini-refrigerator stolen from 
his dorm room between Dec. 
23 and Jan. 11.  The value of 
the theft was $180.
u Rodney Hull, Housing and 
Residence Life, reported on Jan. 
11 criminal mischief after a staff 
member noticed two punctured 
tires on a truck parked in the PFT 
service drive.  The value of the 
damage was $120.
u  A woman reported sexual 
abuse on Jan. 10 at the Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity house 
after a man groped her as she 
entered the house. The man 
had followed her as she walked 
down a nearby alley. No arrest 
has been made, campus police 
said.
he streets of Bowling Green are lined with red banners proclaim-
ing Western’s newest mantra, “A leading American university with 
international reach.” “International reach” means so much more 
than American students studying abroad. Western has the world at 
its fingertips. From Pearce-Ford Tower to the International Center, 
students from all over the globe have come to share classrooms and 
workspaces. Every international student has a story to tell. Each person car-
ries with them a unique culture and way of life that can teach this community 
what it means to be from Taiwan, Turkey, Argentina and many other places. 
Although they are from different backgrounds, students can build friendships 
that transcend borders and allegiances.  Each new encounter with a different 
culture broadens world views and creates relationships that foster tolerance. 
For this semester, the “1,000 Words”  photo column will highlight various 
international communities within the Western community. The objective is 
to celebrate the diversity of Western, and to explore the world without ever 
boarding a plane.
As the semester opens, the 
Student Government Association 
prepares to take on what the SGA 
president called the most impor-
tant issue this year: Kentucky’s 
educational budget cuts. 
The SGA intends to fight for 
students statewide, SGA President 
Jeanne Johnson said. 
The SGA will have its annual 
rally for higher education Feb. 19 
or 20 in Frankfort, Johnson said. 
During this rally, SGA mem-
bers plan to execute their right 
to peacefully assemble and pro-
test cutbacks in higher education, 
Johnson said.  
Johnson said she encourag-
es students who are Kentucky 
natives to write the local state 
legislators to let them know how 
important education is to the citi-
zens of Kentucky. She added that 
the most effective way to reach 
their legislator is through voting.
“We can only do so much,” 
Johnson said. “We are only 45 
people max; we can’t make 
an impact without the student 
body.”  
For more of SGA’s reaction 




Spirit Master Chase Goff leads an incoming group of seven international students on their first official campus tour on Jan. 18.  While many 
Western students are accustomed to the treacherous hike up the hill, these students are just becoming acquainted with the school-day workout.  
T
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Ledbetter injury lawsuit 
ruled in Western’s favor
HOLLY BROWN
Herald reporter
The Board of Claims hear-
ing officer ruled in favor of 
Western in an injury claim filed 
last July.
Patrick Ledbetter and his 
attorney, Richard Hughes of 
Cole and Moore law firm, filed 
a negligence lawsuit against 
Western July 25, 2007.
The claim stated he was 
injured when he fell in his 
wheelchair from an elevator, 
which failed to level with the-
floor before opening in Cherry 
Hall on Aug. 29, 2005.
Ledbetter, filed an appeal 
to Hearing Officer Jan West’s 
ruling, which goes to the full 
Board of Claims for the final 
decision.
West filed her decision on 
the case Dec. 10, 2007.
The Board of Claims is an 
institution that hears civil cases 
involving claims against state 
entities.
Neither Ledbetter nor Hughes 
responded to multiple requests 
for comment for this article.
According to the “Findings 
of Fact, Conclusions of Law 
and Recommended Order” filed 
by West as her ruling, the ele-
ments required by a claimant 
to prove a cause of action for 
negligence are a duty, breach of 
the duty and an injury resulting 
from the breach of duty.
West’s ruling states that 
Ledbetter wasn’t able to prove 
that Western had prior knowl-
edge that the elevator imposed 
an “unreasonable risk of harm 
to invitees to the premises” and 
was negligent in repair. 
Maintenance records showed 
there had been four previous 
reports that the elevator failed 
to level before the doors opened, 
according to “Findings of Facts” 
in West’s ruling.
However, the document 
goes on to say that a main-
tenance worker for the ABC 
Elevator Company, contracted 
by Western for service of the 
campus elevators, testified that 
failure of an elevator to level 
occasionally is common.
The elevator had also passed 
an inspection by the Kentucky 
Office of Elevator Inspection 
the month prior to the alleged 
incident.
Aside from the $15,000 to 
$20,000 Ledbetter was seek-
ing for lost wages, his claim 
called for an additional $86,000 
compensation for medical and 
dental treatment.
Filing exceptions to be con-
sidered by the full board, along 
with the hearing officer’s rul-
ing, is a way of appealing a 
decision to the Board of Claims, 
said Jason Murrie, one of the 
attorneys representing Western.
“We will not be filing any 
exceptions because the hearing 
officer ruled for Western on all 
accounts,” Murrie said.
Reach Holly Brown 
at news@chherald.com
“We will not be fil-
ing any exceptions 
because the hear-
ing officer ruled 
for Western on all 
accounts.”
— Jason Murrie
 Board of Claims
	 	 	 				
“Welcome back WKU students!”





Visiting scholar alleges civil rights
infringement at research center
A visiting international schol-
ar from China is suing Western 
on five counts of alleged civil 
rights infringement.
Junlian Zhang, through her 
attorney Pam Bratcher, filed 
a complaint with the Warren 
Circuit Court on Nov. 17, 
2007.
In the complaint, she alleges 
her supervisor, Wei-Ping Pan, 
violated at least four civil rights 
acts and caused intentional 
infliction of emotional distress 
after learning of Zhang’s preg-
nancy.
Zhang is suing for com-
pensatory damages, punitive 
damages and reinstatement 
of employment, according to 
the complaint.
The suit claims Pan, director 
of the Institute of Combustion 
Science and Environmental 
Technology (ICSET), required 
employees to work overtime 
without breaks and work 
weekends and holidays with-
out being paid overtime hours, 
among other violations of civil 
laws regulating labor.
Zhang became pregnant one 
month before her August 2006 
contract began as a research 
associate for ICSET, according 
to the complaint.
Pauline Hack Norris, 
the laboratory coordinator 
at ICSET, asked if she was 
pregnant on Jan. 17, 2007, 
resulting in two meetings on 
the same day, according to 
the complaint. 
“During the course of this 
meeting, the plaintiff was 
criticized by both Dr. Pan 
and Pauline Hack for not 
reporting her pregnancy ear-
lier and ‘voluntarily,’” the 
complaint states.
Zhang couldn’t be reached 
for comment, and Pan referred 
questions regarding the suit to 
attorneys representing Western.
Zhang’s suit describes alleged 
harassment and infringement of 
her civil rights lasting from this 
time until she was terminated 
by letter and removed from the 
payroll on March 31, 2007. 
Western filed an answer to 
the complaint on Dec. 19, 2007. 
Both parties are in the discovery 
process, in which they collect 
the facts and depositions that 
will be used in the case, said 
Greg Stivers, the attorney rep-
resenting Western.
Bratcher advised her client 
to deny an interview, but said 
Zhang observed mistreatment 
of other international scholars 
by supervisors at ICSET during 
her employment.
“In the course of investi-
gating to try this case, what 
we hope we can do is shed 
some light on the treatment 
of the international schol-
ars,” Bratcher said.
A court date has not been 
set, but Bratcher said she pre-
dicts the case will go to trial 
by the end of the year.
Reach Holly Brown 
at news@chherald.com.
Students are surely hearing about 
the recent turn of economic events 
affecting the global economy: the 
housing market slump, the subprime 
mortgage crisis, the credit crunch, the 
falling dollar, high gasoline prices, 
faltering stock markets and recession 
fears. This news is now followed by 
talks of stimulus packages and rate 
cuts by the Federal Reserve. These 
issues have been in the headlines 
nearly every day for the past few 
months. What does this mean for 
Western students?  
Young adults at Western will 
soon be entering the job market, 
interviewing with potential employ-
ers, and applying for credit to buy 
cars and homes. They already find 
themselves having to make choices 
about how to spend their limited 
financial resources in a world of ris-
ing gas and textbook prices, tuition 
rates and prices of many imported 
goods. They may hear their family, 
classmates and friends debating char-
acteristics and policies of presiden-
tial candidates and want to discuss 
these issues with some confidence 
and make informed voting decisions. 
College is a great time for students to 
become informed of economic events 
so they understand how these events 
might ultimately influence their daily 
lives, career opportunities and civic 
responsibilities. What do students 
need to know?   
Last week, recession fears (fears 
of a slow economy) rose to new 
levels. A large stock market sell-off 
in the latter part of the week led 
President Bush to announce a plan 
to get money quickly into the hands 
of consumers and businesses via tax 
rebates and investment incentives. 
Consumer spending – that’s spend-
ing by everyday folks like you and 
me – makes up two-thirds of the 
economy’s output. The government’s 
stimulus package is intended to get 
us to spend more rather than cut back 
on our spending. If you held a job 
and paid taxes last year, there are 
rumors that you may receive a check 
from the federal government for as 
much as $800 – just because.
While the U.S. stock market sell-
off was slowed by the president’s 
words, the rest of the world was not 
so confident. Asian and European 
markets reacted strongly to the fear 
of a U.S. recession. It’s often said 
that when the United States coughs, 
the rest of the world catches a cold. 
Leaders at the Federal Reserve 
secretly met Tuesday morning to 
devise a plan to prevent U.S. mar-
kets from plummeting again. They 
decided to reduce key short-term 
interest rates by the largest percent-
age in nearly 25 years. When banks 
can obtain funds at lower rates, they 
may in turn lend funds to borrowers 
at lower rates. Therefore, students 
may see lower rates on their vari-
able-rate loans and credit cards.
Closer to home, Kentucky’s Gov. 
Steve Beshear recently announced 
that Kentucky’s projected tax rev-
enues may fall short of previous 
forecasts. When the economy slows, 
tax revenues to the government 
decline. Unlike the federal govern-
ment, Kentucky’s government can-
not run a budget deficit (where its 
spending exceeds what it brings in 
through taxes). Therefore, the gov-
ernor has asked the state’s universi-
ties to look for money to cut in their 
budgets. Western is now forced to 
make tough choices about what pro-
grams, expenses or initiatives to cut 
or scale back. This may affect the 
university’s ability to carry out its 
strategic plan and force it to ponder 
raising your tuition rates higher than 
previously anticipated.
This primer is far too brief to 
impart due justice on current events 
affecting the economy that might 
ultimately impact Western students. 
It’s instead meant to illustrate how 
certain national, global and state 
events currently impact areas of their 
lives. With all the discouraging eco-
nomic news, it is important to note 
that these events tend to be transi-
tory (or brief). The underlying U.S. 
economy is strong and will continue 
to provide a bright future outlook for 
Western students.
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The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters and 
commentaries on topics of 
public interest.  Here are 
a few guidelines:
 
1. Letters should not exceed 
   250 words, and commentaries 
   should be 700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
   don’t submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and 
   commentaries MUST include 
   your name, phone number,
   home town and classification 
   or title.
4. Letters may not run in every 
   edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right 
   to edit all letters for style, 
   grammar, length and clarity. 
   The Herald does NOT print 
   libelous submissions.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed 
in this newspaper 
DO NOT reflect those 
of Western’s employees 
or of its administration.
A call to arms





Gabibbo crampin' our 
style. We think he's 
Big Red in a tuxedo, no 
matter what that Italian 
judge said.
TOPS to our mascot 
having international 
fame. Even though we 
lost the Gabibbo lawsuit, 
at least Italians know
Big Red doesn't talk.
BOTTOMS to TopNet 
not working. Those 8 
a.m. classes don't seem  
so wise when it's actu-
ally 8 a.m., and need to 
get dropped.
TOPS to construction 
starting on the new 
bagel shop. We hope it's 
open late for procrasti-
nators finishing papers 
in the computer lab.
A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
COMMENTARY
Economy woes, recession fears, stimulus package, rate cuts: 





sion. This can't be good 
for gas prices or job 
hunting.
TOPS to Lady Topper 
Crystal Kelly for break-
ing the all-time scoring 
record for the team. We 
all knew it was coming.
“Be Loud. Be Aggressive. Raise hell. And don’t apologize for it,” President 
Ransdell said.
If this year’s 3 percent budget cut doesn't tick you off, just wait.  After 
the legislative session this spring, students across Kentucky might experience 
an additional cut as high as 12 percent.  For those of you that are still in the 
dark about these troubling times, it’s time to remove your head from under 
that rock of winter break and realize that the state government is raiding your 
wallets. 
Kentucky has a $434 million budget imbalance, and money has to be cut 
from somewhere. The logic of cutting money from universities is that they 
receive support from two sources: tuition and government funding. If state 
funding is cut, it is easily assumed that universities can just raise tuition.
Ransdell has said that the university will pinch pennies and ultimately be 
able to deal with the 3 percent cut. If the budget has to be cut by 12 percent 
next year, that will add up to a 15 percent cut, which is about $12.5 million. 
Entire programs might have to be cut, and tuition might be increased. 
Western’s 2007 strategic plan called for a projected tuition increase of six 
percent.
In the case of a 15 percent cut, students would experience an eight to nine 
percent increase instead of six.  Let us put this in numbers that will make more 
sense: A full-time student paying in-state tuition would experience an increase 
of $288.72 per semester if the current price increased by nine percent.
Student Government Assoiation President Jeanne Johnson has outlined 
a couple of ways for students to be loud and aggressive in response to the 
cuts. First and foremost, if you’re a Kentucky resident, vote. We know it’s 
cliche, but it makes a difference. Also, SGA is running its annual Listen Up 
Legislators campaign, which is a drive to contact state legislators about issues 
concerning college students. In the past, SGA has done a phone-a-thon, a let-
ter writing campaign and a fax-a-thon. The largest action that SGA is planning 
is a rally in Frankfort in the third week of February. SGA and students are 
planning on going to the state Capitol and making their voices heard through 
protesting budget cuts in higher education. 
“Students need to realize we are on the defense now,” Johnson said.
Aside from the joining the SGA in their actions, students can drop the 
“Guitar Hero,” pick up the phone, and call their local state senator about stop-
ping these cuts. This is your university, your education, your community and 
your future. Stand up and fight for it. Raise hell.
 
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald's 11-member 
editorial board.
TOPS to Health 
Services getting a new 
home. Fancy new exam 
rooms  will ease the 
pain of getting ill on the 
Hill.
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New Health Services building 
to allow expansion of services
A brand new Health Services 
building opened on Jan. 7 at 
the corner of Normal Drive and 
Regents Avenue. 
The new facility, which was 
completed over winter break, 
will provide Health Services with 
20,000 square feet, according to 
the 2008 Capital Construction 
Project Status Report.
“Health Services needed 
more space and a better loca-
tion,” said Wayne MacGregor, 
the business manager for Health 
Services.
“We have excellent doctors 
and nurses on our staff, and we 
wanted a facility to match it,” 
MacGregor said.
The building was construct-
ed for about $5.6 million, said 
Doug Ault, director of planning, 
design and construction.
Before, Health Services was 
located at the center of cam-
pus in the Academic Complex, 
where no parking was avail-
able. 
Now, students who are ill or 
on crutches have the option of 
driving to receive services.
The new building also pro-
vides more space for both 
employees and patients. There 
are 18 exam rooms and three 
waiting rooms. 
“We have a premier and 
state-of-the-art facility,” said 
Kathy Trulock, a medical office 
associate at Health Services.
The waiting rooms are locat-
ed in the front lobby and by 
the labs. There’s also a waiting 
room specifically for patients 
needing immunizations and 
allergy shots.
A nurse practitioner has been 
added to the staff of two physi-
cians. This increases the num-
ber of students Health Services 
can serve daily.
Additional services will be 
added as the students’ needs are 
made clear.
Audiometry, which is the 
testing of hearing ability, has 
already been added.
“Health Services will expand 
its office hours as demand dic-
tates,” said Libby Greaney, 
director of Health Services. 
Although the staff has moved 
in and patients are being accept-
ed, there are a few minor details 
that have yet to be finished. 
They include touching up the 
paint and finishing the cabine-
try, Senior Project Manager Ben 
Johnson said.
The official dedication of the 
building will be held at 8:20 
a.m. on April 17. 
 





assistants Ida Butts 
and Kathy Trulock 
pass time by dis-
cussing their spring 
break plans. The 
new Health Services 
building opened 
this semester after 
moving from the 
Academic Complex. 
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Getting those contracts can 
be inconvenient, Gott said. 
President Gary Ransdell said 
getting this legislation passed will 
be one of Western’s priorities 
during this legislative session.
Students in the Academy 
tend to focus heavily on math 
and science, as many of those 
students hope to pursue careers in 
those fields after they graduate.
Gatten said she wants to 
study health science, while 
Tankersley is leaning toward 
studying English.
The rigorous atmosphere of 
the Academy came with mixed 
results.
“A large number of students 
got all As,” Gott said. “Some got 
the lowest grades ever. It was a 
real wake-up call, knowing how 
and when to study.”
The average grade point 
average for the fall semester was 
a 3.13, but Gott said there are 
still two professors who haven’t 
submitted grades. He said he 
thinks the average will increase 
when those grades are available.
Students who earned a GPA 
less than 3.0 during the fall 
semester were assigned an 
academic adviser. Academy 
officials asked for grades mid-
semester.
This semester, officials will 
check grades sooner.
Gott said officials intend 
to emphasize study skills and 
provide student mentors from 
the beginning of the semester.
“Work ethic is the deciding 
factor in how students were 
successful,” Gott said. 
He said the students were 
quickly learning what they did 
in high school was not sufficient 
in college.
Gatten said that some of her 
classes were strictly for Academy 
students, while others were 
mixed in with traditional Western 
students.
She said her professors 
expected her to work just as 
hard as her classmates.
“They’re not going to change 
the way they’ve been teaching 
just to accommodate a few 
students,”Gatten said.
There are 114 students 
enrolled in the Academy as 
opposed to 120 in the beginning 
of the semester. Gott called this 
a natural phenomenon.
One student was removed 
last semester after he had been 
caught drinking before a football 
game in September.
Tankersley said she thinks 
students didn’t take the rules 
about drinking seriously until 
then. 
“They’ve given us strict 
policies and stuck to them,” 
Gatten said.
After the incident the 
Academy began to have 
tailgating on its front lawn that 
was exclusively for Academy 
students, Gott said.
Gott said the drinking incident 
was an isolated event, and not 
one that he’s worried about. He 
said that while drinking might 
be going on, he doesn’t see it as 
a problem. 
When Academy officials 
originally found out about the 
situation, Gott said he was 
concerned. 
Gott said negative peer 
pressure hasn’t been a problem at 
the Academy, probably because 
of the maturity of the students.
“There is a certain level of 
peer pressure in trying to do 
well,” he said.
The main reason for losing 
students will be academic, Gott 
said. 
To stay at the Academy, 
students must maintain a 2.5 
GPA.
Reach the reporters 
at news@chherald.com.
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Speakers were purchased 
at a cost of $75,000 and will 
be installed this spring around 
campus.
Linked to the ENS, they will 
broadcast a warning message 
that will blanket the entire cam-
pus comprised of more than 60 
buildings on 200 acres.
Craft said the speaker system 
is scheduled to be tested May 
12, at the end of the spring 
semester. 
To prepare for a scenario like 
Virginia Tech, Captain Mike 
Dowell, communications officer 
for campus police, said Friday 
that campus police officers are 
taking active shooter training.  
Dowell declined to com-
ment on what scenarios were 
involved, saying it might com-
promise the training.
The crisis management guide-
book is a quick reference guide to 
inform faculty and staff members 
what to do in the case of a shoot-
er, or other emergencies, such as 
a tornado or bomb threat.
The guide will be distributed 
this week but will not be distrib-
uted to students. It is available 
at www.wkuherald.com.
In the event of a crisis situ-
ation, students are to look to 
members of the administration, 
faculty and staff for directions, 
said Gene Tice, vice president 
of student affairs and campus 
services.
The guide was made in 2007 
by Campus Police Chief Robert 
Deane and Major Mike Wallace, 
Tice said. 
He said that even though 
progress is being made, no one 
system currently in place can 
alert the entire campus. 
Other universities are also 
addressing safety issues. 
The University of Kentucky 
activated its emergency alert 
system on Jan. 14, but technical 
problems kept many from sign-
ing up, according to an article 
in UK’s student newspaper, the 
Kentucky Kernel.
More than 2,500 people regis-
tered in the first day, but 14,000 
people encountered technical 
problems, the Kernel reported. 
When Tice came to Western 
in 2000, he found the University 
had a crisis management plan, 
according to a 2003 article in 
Echo magazine on the Western 
Web site.  
“What we had was a good 
document on paper,” Tice said. 
“What you really need for a 
good crisis management plan is 
a working document. 
“You’ve got to have a system 
that’s tested and that’s why you 
have simulations, that’s why 
you bring the fire department 
out and use your own staff to 
simulate crisis situations so you 
have some idea how you might 
handle it.”
The article said Tice created 
a crisis management team that 
meets on a regular basis.
There are no students on the 
crisis management team, which 
includes members of the police, 
media relations, Health Services, 
purchasing, Human Resources, 
Housing and Residence Life, 
Dining Services, Facilities 
Director, Student Activities 
and Organizations, Information 
Technology, Environmental 
Health and Safety and Risk 
Management.  
Student Government 
Association President Jeanne 
Johnson said that she was aware 
of the existence of the crisis 
management team from attend-
ing Board of Regents meetings.
She did not know Monday 
that there were no students on 
the crisis management team, but 
said she would call Tice later 
that day and ask that a student 
be placed on the team. 
By Wednesday afternoon, 
Johnson said she hadn’t been able 
to reach Tice about the request. 
Reach Larry Rowell 
at news@chherald.com.
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There was no deadline for 
Cinosuro to hand down a rul-
ing, so the ruling was delayed 
for about five years.
Western’s General Counsel 
Deborah Wilkins said there 
was speculation that there was 
local pressure on Cinosuro to 
make her ruling.
Mediaset is owned by for-
mer Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi.
Berlusconi allegedly has 
ties to the Italian mob, and is 
one of the richest people in the 
world, the Herald previously 
reported.
Berlusconi has been accused 
of using the satirical news 
program, and other shows on 
his station, to exercise con-
trol over the media and poli-
tics, according to a July article 




rounding Berlusconi include 
tax fraud and limiting freedom 
of expression, the Herald pre-
viously reported.
Steven Crossland, presi-
dent of Crossland Interprises 
Inc., said he and lawyers are 
working on a new approach to 
produce a more favorable out-
come, but didn’t want to com-
ment on specific strategies.
Attorney Richard Davidoff, 
who represents Crossland, 
couldn’t be reached for com-
ment.
“Obviously [the decision] 
was flawed, and [the judge] 
was subject to political pres-
sure,” Crossland said.
Wilkins said the ruling may 
have been constructed as it 
was to leave grounds for a 
good appeal. The appeal date 
was Jan. 20.
Western’s attorneys filed 
an appeal, but according to 
Wilkins, there may not be 
another decision for two 
years.
The lawsuit hasn’t cost 
Western anything because 
Crossland is covering the 
cost. Still, Western would get 
between four and seven per-
cent of the $250 million if the 
decision is reversed.
Crossland Enterprises Inc. 
is a California-based compa-
ny that sells rights on behalf 
of Western. Crossland works 
with Adfra, a licensing com-
pany based in Europe.
Reach Michelle Day at 
news@chherald.com.
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Departments must get 
approval from the provost 
office before filling any posi-
tion. There is a possibility that 
some vacant positions could 
be eliminated.
President Gary Ransdell 
said the hold isn’t a freeze 
and that some positions may 
be more important to fill than 
some that are filled.
Western wanted to raise 
faculty and staff salary to the 
55th percentile of peer insti-
tutions by 2012, the Herald 
previously reported.
“You can’t do that in a bud-
get reduction environment,” 
Ransdell said.
Tom Hiles, vice president 
for institutional advancement, 
said the cut will have a negative 
impact on donations in the short 
term, but Western will work 
through it in the long term.
“Donors don’t want to see 
them giving a million-dollar 
donation and the state taking it 
away,” Hiles said.
Brad Cowgill, interim 
president of the Council on 
Postsecondary Education, said 
the role of CPE and the uni-
versities is to make the policy 
makers understand the effect 
the proposed cuts would have.
Ransdell said administra-
tors’ main objection to the 
budget cuts is higher education 
takes a disproportionate share 
of the budget problem.
Higher education makes up 
12.5 percent of the state bud-
get, but higher education could 
take as much as 30 percent of 
the cuts.
Cowgill said higher edu-
cation shouldn’t be the first 
resort to solve budget prob-
lems because it puts more 
weight on tuition to make up 
for budget cuts.
“Higher education is dif-
ferent from K-12 because it’s 
seen like a person standing on 
two legs,” he said. “The first 
leg is state funding, and the 
second is tuition.”
People believe higher edu-
cation institutions can “shift 
the balance to the other leg” if 
state funding is cut, he said.
“While there is a second 
source of revenue, it’s not 
something we can immedi-
ately turn to because it jeop-
ardizes students’ ability to pay 
for school,” he said.
Beshear will present a bal-
anced budget on Jan. 29. The 
General Assembly will then 
make final changes to the bud-
get and approve it by the end 
of session on March 31.
Ransdell will testify in a 
House subcommittee on Jan. 
31 about the balanced budget.
Western is asking the 
General Assembly for about 
$82 million in state funded 
projects as legislative priorities, 
such as planning and design of 
construction on Gordon Ford 
College of Business and reno-
vation of the science campus.
Western is asking for 
approval of an additional $86 
million in agency bond proj-
ects, or projects Western pays 
for with its own resources, 
such as Van Meter Hall and 
fine arts center renovations 
that were vetoed in 2006.
Ransdell said he will be in 
Frankfort working with legis-
lators to solve the budget prob-
lem two days a week until the 
end of the special session.
“We’re playing defense,” 
he said. “We’d rather be play-
ing offense.”
Ransdell appointed General 
Counsel Deborah Wilkins as 
Chief of Staff. Wilkins will 
coordinate follow-up action on 
Ransdell’s behalf, in addition to 
her duties as general counsel.
Beshear’s budget office 
asked universities to have a 
response of how they would 
meet the potential 12 percent 
by Jan. 11.
Cowgill delivered a letter of 
response on Jan. 11, signed by 
10 state education institution 
presidents, including Ransdell.
 Cowgill wrote that “any plan 
to accommodate a cut of this 
magnitude, prepared in less than 
a week would not be reliable, 
valid or credible. No such plan 
can therefore be provided.”
The letter states that the cuts 
would take funding levels for 
education institutions back to 
the same level as 1998, the year 
after House Bill 1 was passed. 
The bill makes education 
a funding priority and a way 
to make Kentucky competitive 
nationally, Cowgill said.
Cowgill went on to describe 
the negative impacts of the bud-
get cut as “causing immeasur-
able damage through program 
cutbacks, enrollment caps, 
tuition rollups, staff and faculty 
layoffs, deferred maintenance 
and financial aid shortfalls.” 
The budget imbalance 
wasn’t mentioned when for-
mer Gov. Ernie Fletcher was 
running for re-election.
Ransdell said the budget 
problem may have been easier 
to resolve if universities had 
been notified earlier.
He said there is a way for 
students to help with the bud-
get problem.
“Be loud. Be aggressive. 
Raise hell,” Ransdell said. 
“And don’t apologize for it.”
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Greensburg freshman dies in car accident
Her external beauty was evi-
denced by the number of pag-
eants she won.
But those who knew her best 
said her beauty was much more 
than skin deep.
Greensburg freshman Mary 
Kate Moore, 18, was  driving 
home after having a Christmas 
dinner celebration with her boy-
friend’s family in Pierce, also in 
Green County. She was involved 
in a head-on collision and died 
Dec. 23, 2007 at University 
Hospital in Louisville.
The funeral was Dec. 27 at 
Cowherd and Parrot Funeral 
Home in Greensburg.
Moore, a chemistry major, 
finished her first semester with 
all A’s, according to her room-
mate, Karly Pegram. She said 
that Moore loved Western and 
planned to be a pharmacist like 
her father, Rodney.
Moore’s brother, Jordan, a 
senior, said that his sister adopt-
ed a quote for living: “We never 
know how tall we are until we 
are called to rise, and if we are 
true to plan, our statues touch 
the skies.”
Moore was a Greensburg 
native and was well known 
by many residents. One for-
mer resident, Jennifer Coomer, 
said she watched Moore grow 
up and considered her to be 
“Greensburg’s daughter.”
Greensburg freshman Kaitlyn 
Edwards said Moore “was 
always happy, always spoke her 
mind and was just a really nice 
and sweet person.”
More than 2,000 people attend-
ed the visitation and funeral, her 
mother, Tracy Shaw Moore, said.
Shaw Moore described her 
daughter as “the perfect child.”  
“She excelled in everything 
she did, but it never gave her a 
big head,” she said.
Moore reigned 
as Miss Metcalfe 
County 2007, Miss 
Hart County 2006, 
Miss Cow Days 2005, 
Miss Teen Metcalfe 
County, Miss Pre-
Teen Green County 
and first runner-up 
Junior Miss 2006.
She excelled in 
middle and high 
school athletics. She 
won middle school runner of 
the year, twice was a member of 
the all-state cross country team, 
and was a two-time winner of 
the John Ewing Award.
Moore had two wisdom 
teeth pulled before writing her 
last MySpace blog entry dated 
Dec. 17.  
“So yeah, this is my life 
right now,” she wrote. “I’m ter-
ribly broke, and in pain, but 
I’m also the happi-
est I’ve ever been. I 
like it ... I also think 
my happiness is the 
reason for my suc-
cess so far in school. 
When you’re happy 
you just perform bet-
ter in every aspect of 
life. I’m surrounded 
by wonderful people 
right now and I hope 
that never changes.”
As a postscript she added: 
“umm … and one day I’m going 
to find the cure for cancer … 
and AIDS. Mark my words.”





Academy student dies during mission trip
John Mark Adams lived his 
life reaching out to newcom-
ers and making them feel wel-
come.  
His circle of friends included 
academics, sports enthusiasts 
and art lovers, and his world 
encompassed a diverse group 
of people.
Adams, a 16-year-old 
Academy of Math and Science 
student from Cadiz, was on 
a mission trip in Pascagoula, 
Miss., when he died of respira-
tory distress on Dec. 28, 2007.
The funeral for Adams took 
place Jan. 1 at King’s Funeral 
Home in Cadiz. 
Adams was among 13 mem-
bers of Crossroads Fellowship 
Church in Cadiz who went to 
Pascagoula to do post-Hurricane 
Katrina relief work, Pastor 
Geoff Baggett said.
Adams’ father, Dennis 
Adams, was also on the trip.  He 
described his son as “one who 
could be a friend to anyone — he 
was not selective in the way you 
looked, dressed or acted.
“He saw the person inside, 
and that means he was kind 
to everybody,” Dennis Adams 
said.
His brother, Western fresh-
man Barron Adams, agreed. 
“John didn’t judge people, 
and therefore he had a diverse 
group of friends. Even at 
Western, he had friends in the 
Academy and upperclassmen as 
well,” Barron Adams said.
Academy Director Tim 
Gott said because of the winter 
break, Academy students were 
sent e-mails informing them of 
Adams’ death.
Gott arranged transportation 
for a group of students to attend 
the visitation.
Gott said the students are 
handling Adams’ death well, but 
a full-time counselor is available 
to talk with the students.
One student had plans to get 
ice cream with Adams when 
they got back to school. A group 
of Academy students 
took her to get ice 
cream in his honor, 
Gott said.
Scott Wolfe, resi-
dential counselor at 
the Academy, said 
that Adams was 
very outgoing and 
involved.    
Adams’ interests 
included computers 
and working with 
Adobe Photoshop, a 
computer program that allows 
users to modify photos. He also 
enjoyed creating oil paintings, 
which he gave to friends, his 
dad said.
At Trigg County High 
School, Adams was a junior and 
involved in several organiza-
tions, including the varsity soc-
cer team, chess team and Student 
Council. He was a member of 
the Campus Activities Board at 
Western. 
Barron Adams 
said his brother 
would rather people 
celebrate his life than 
mourn his passing.
Adams’ favorite 
quote was: “I don’t 
need to meet God 
or Jesus because I 
already know Him 
— it’s just a thought 
for those who would 
like to meet God,” 
his brother said.
A memorial service for 
Adams will take place at 5 p.m. 
Sunday in the Mass Media and 
Technology Hall auditorium.
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PFT renovations top list 
of campus building projects
FACILITIES
The lobby of Pearce-Ford 
Tower underwent huge reno-
vations last summer. Concrete 
walls were covered with dry-
wall and a colorful, geometric 
pattern faces the entrance.
The floors were re-covered 
with new tile and carpeting. 
Also, all the old furnishings 
were replaced by new furniture.
The renovation of the lobby 
is the first phase of a three-year 
project to renovate the entire 
27-story building, at a cost of 
about $10 million. The building 
remained untouched since the 
completion of its construction 
in 1970, said Kevin Utt, PFT 
hall director. 
The entire building will 
undergo renovations includ-
ing lounges, dorm rooms and 
restrooms. The top third of the 
building will be renovated this 
summer, the middle third in 
the summer of 2009 and the 
remaining third in the summer 
of 2010.
The renovations are planned 
to be completed while the build-
ing is closed. However, if any 
work must be done during the 
school year, it won’t interfere 
with the lives of the residents, 
said Don Stoneburg, senior 
project manager.
The 27th floor will be com-
pletely renovated. That floor 
will be sectioned off, one sec-
tion becoming a game section 
and the other a study section, 
Stoneburg said.
The game section will include 
an area for game tables, such as 
pingpong and pool. There will 
be another area with couches 
and televisions where electronic 
games can be played.
The study section will include 
a classroom where professors 
can host study sessions. A study 
lounge will also be included.
Additional lounges will be 
built on every other floor of the 
building by removing two dorm 
rooms, Utt said. 
In the current dorm rooms, 
all of the furniture is bolted to 
the floor and can’t be moved. 
It will be replaced by moveable 
furniture similar to the furniture 
in Bemis Lawrence and Barnes-
Campbell halls. All rooms will 
contain two beds, dressers, 
desks, bookshelves and move-
able armoires.
The walls that divide each 
room will be removed. This 
will allow students to arrange 
the furniture any way they like, 
Stoneburg said.
All of the flooring and ceil-
ing lights will be replaced and 
additional electrical outlets will 
be added, said Brian Kuster, the 
director of housing and resi-
dence life.   
Bathrooms will also be gut-
ted. The sinks will be installed 
into new counter tops and the 
showers will be in a single-stall 
configuration. 
Upon the completion of the 
renovations, the living-learning 
communities, in which students 
of the same major live and study 
together, will be moved into 
PFT from McCormack Hall, 
Kuster said.
The communities are the 
Gateway Community, Aces 
Living Learning Community 
(LLC), J.L. Marshall Business 
LLC and the Education LLC.
The additional lounges that 
are being created throughout 





The first phase of the project 
will put an additional 120 lamps 
on campus from the fine arts 
center to Cherry Hall. 
The completion date is set 
for March 2008. 
Snell Hall 
Cost $30 million
Ground has been broken 
on the addition to the science 
campus, and construction has 
started. Completion is set for 
the spring of 2010.
College of Education and 
Behavioral Sciences Building
Cost $33 million
Replacement of the build-
ing is still in the design phase. 
Construction is planned for the 
beginning of August. 
Academic Complex
Cost $125,000
In the Academic Complex, 
where Health Services was for-
mally located, renovation has 
begun. 
The department of public 
health, which is currently locat-
ed in Garrett Center, is set to 
move in by June 1.  
West Grandstand of Smith 
Stadium 
Cost $25 million
Construction is expected 
to be completed by May. The 
West Grandstand will house the 
Red Towel section which is 
now on the upper deck of the 
East Grandstand. 
It will also include premium 
seats under the overhang of the 
upper-level section, reserved 
bleacher seats and about 800 
club seats.
East Grandstand of Smith 
Stadium renovation
Cost $11 million. 
The renovation is progress-
ing and is set to be complete 
by August 2008. The student 
section will be moved behind 
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“The big thing about Coach 
Long is he is truly dedicated to 
his student-athletes,” Jenkins 
said. “He’s dedicated to the 
sport of track and field. And 
he’s dedicated to producing 
good people beyond track and 
field.” 
That production may begin 
with his style of coaching. 
Long’s athletes say he is never 
negative.
“He doesn’t yell,” senior 
heptathlete Jessica Delauney 
said. “He never gets mad. No 
matter if I made a big mistake, 
he’d always make the worst 
situation a better one.”
Making the best out of 
something is an attribute Long 
has used frequently in his time 
at Western.  
Such as the time in 1982, 
when Long and an assistant 
used a Bush Hog to carve 
out a cross-country course at 
Kereiakes Park, which now 
hosts the Old Timers Classic 
every season.
In 1985, when one of his 
coaches left to return to high 
school coaching, he took over 
as the lone coach on the staff 
until 1991, producing four all-
Americans and a 1991 NCAA 
individual national champion 
in Sean Dollman.
One of those all-Americans, 
Breeda Dennehy-Willis, said 
Long’s caring approach made 
athletes want to perform at 
their highest level.
“He never really pushed 
me,” she said. “But it was 
almost as if you ran hard for 
him because you felt sort of 
obligated to do it because he 
gave you his best, and you 
wanted to reciprocate that in 
the same way.” 
Long’s work has not gone 
unnoticed. The Sun Belt 
Conference selected Long as 
coach of its 30th anniversary 
team last year.
Another place Long’s ath-
letes say he wants them to 
excel is in the classroom, and 
his past sets a perfect example. 
Long earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in education, 
as well as his doctorate in the 
field, all from Florida State.
“Coach Long is academics 
first, athletics second,” senior 
sprinter Heather Hammond 
said. “He’s wants us to get the 
best out of life.”
Long is stepping down in 
a stage of sweet transition 
for the program. The track 
and field teams are currently 
preparing to move into a new 
facility across from their old 
track at Smith Stadium. Long 
calls the new facility “one of 
the best in the nation.” 
But Long said he will still 
remain on the staff for one 
reason.
“These guys,” he said as he 
pointed to a group of Western 
runners. “And it’s a great staff. 
This is the fun part of coach-
ing. The ability to come out 
to practice and to go to meets 
– this is what keeps us going.”
Reach David Harten 
at sports@chherald.com.
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3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
Upstairs Apartment




Savannah Thomas, Classifieds Manager
Miscellaneous
For Rent Help Wanted Help Wanted
••••••••••••••••••••
Textbooks
Panama City Beach, Florida. 
Beachfront hotel with pool. 
Great Rooms, Great Rates! 
Very close to many area 
attractions including 
Spinnaker, and Club LaVela. 
Stay 6 nights, 7th night FREE! 
Mention code 42101 
for discount. Lollye on the 
Beach 1-888-565-5931.
 www.lollye.com
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution 
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information.
••••••••••••••••••••
Earn $800-$3200 a month 
to drive brand new cars 





Injured in an auto accident or 
hurt at work? You may be eli-
gible to receive massage therapy 
treatments at no cost to you. We 
bill insurance company for you.
Call 270-779-4739
••••••••••••••••••••
Qualified bicycle mechanic 
with previous experience 
in bike assembly and bike 
repair. Good mechanical apti-
tude a plus. Please apply 
in person to Nat’s Outdoor 
Sports. 842-6211
••••••••••••••••••••
3 bdrm. duplexes in Waterpark 
area for rent. Very large bed-
rooms and closets. Washer and 
dryer included, 2 car garage, All 
utilities, electric. Brand new, 
ready to move in as of Feb. 1st.
$925/month. Please call 
270-782-1863 to view. 
3 Apartments for rent.
on Oriole St. 3 bdrm., 2 1/2 
bath,  2 car garage. 
1550 sq. ft. $850/month. 












Runner needed for busy law 
office. Flexible hours. Call 
Bonnie 782-2760.
$6 for first 15 words and then it is   
30¢ each additional word
••••••••••••••••••••
Roommate Wanted
 Tuesday’s Paper- 4pm Friday, 





Want to place a classified ad?
For rent 3 bdrm., 1 bath house.
Close to Campus. 
$700/month + deposit. 
Call 842-4034
Cabell Gardens Fall 2008
Executive apartments, one 
block from WKU, 
2 or 3 bedroom $250 each. 




There is a new game coming to 
town.  It is Virtual Horse Racing 
and we are going to put on a 
daily internet broadcast, show-
casing the best races of the day 
with live race callers, a hilarious 
host and really cool animated 
commercials for the sponsors.  
We are starting the process 
of locating our shows hosts, 
race callers, animators and 
marketing team..  No experience 
necessary for race callers. If you 
always wanted to call live horse 
races we can train you.   If you
 have what it takes to host a 
2-hour show and be funny 
the entire time then we want 
to talk to you. If you are really 
good at computer animation or 
creative marketing and want to 
work for a company on the 












For Rent Country Chalet
15 minutes from town. Great 
for meetings, retreats or just 
a night out of the city. Fully 
furnished 3 bdrms., 2 1/2 baths, 
huge deck overlooking the lake, 
sitting on 60 acres. $250/day. 
Call for other prices.
 270-991-2140
Clerk/Runner 
Local law office needs clerk on 
Tuesday and Thursday
8am-2pm. Call 782-6700 or fax 
resume to 782-3110.
# 1 Spring Break Website!
4 & 7 night trips to Bahama 
Party Cruise, Panama City, 
Acapulco, Cancun & more. 
Low prices guaranteed. 
Group discounts for 8+. 
Book 20 people, 
get 3 free trips! 






1 BR $539; 2 BR $589
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Fitness Center!
New Business Center & 
Computer Lab! New hard-
wood! Sparkling Pool! 






Locally owned and operated. 
Book Flights, 
Resorts, Hotels, 




City of Bowling Green
LANDSCAPE HELPER
•  Starting: $8.10-$9.10/hr., 35 hrs/wk.
•  Assists with maintenance of landscaped areas for the City; In-
stalling plant material according to design, & maintaining areas.
•  Operates various tools and equipment such as gardening tools, 
lawn mowers, rake, garden tiller. 
•  High School diploma, GED, or vocational school, with one 
year of landscape experience preferred.  
 
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the 
Human Resources Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or 
from our website at www.bgky.org.   
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace. 
City of Bowling Green
Part-time Positions 
(Parks and Recreation)
GOLF SHOP ATTENDANT: Collects fees, prices and 
sells merchandise, and performs cashiering duties; answers 
telephone and waits on customers, schedules tee times, 
cleans pro shop and equipment. Must be able to work with 
the public, operate a computerized cash register, some 
knowledge of the game of golf. Age 18+; 20-25 hours per 
week; weeked/holiday work required; $6.00/hr.
 
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the 
Human Resources Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or 
from our website at www.bgky.org.   
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace. 
Need a roommate?? 
Or looking to be someone’s 
roommate??? Call today to 









The Country’s most successful legal search and placement 
firm is expanding. We currently have an immediate opening 
for what is considered the most critical link in our 
organization’s success. This combination Marketing/Adminis-
trative position offers a flexible schedule, top notch on-the-job 
training, and opportunity for advancement. If you’re 
looking for that unique situation, then this opportunity is for 
you! Please email your cover letter, resume and salary require-
ments to TDJOHNSON@GRIMESLEGAL.COM, or mail to: 
P.O. Box 70158, Bowling Green, KY  42102-7158
Completed applications must be submitted by 
4:00 pm, January 25, 2008.
••••••••••••••••••••
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After the training camp in Islamorada, Fla., con-
cluded, the team faced Boston College, with the 
Toppers (7-0) defeating the Eagles 106-54. The Lady 
Toppers (6-1) also won their meet, 110-50.
“It was definitely one of the better wins of the season, 
but we’re not going to see immediate results,” Marchionda 
said. “Only time will tell if the training pays off.”
The team’s most recent 
meet, against Evansville on 
Jan. 19, saw several swim-
mers improving already. 
Sophomore Sean Penhale 
set a personal-best time in the 
1650-yard freestyle, and fel-
low sophomore Katie Sweeney 
also swam a personal-best time 
in the 200-yard butterfly.
“I think we showed some 
definite improvement last week,” junior Rana Johnson 
said. “Training camp helped us out a lot, and we hope 
we’ll just keep improving over the rest of the season.”
The team’s next test will come on Saturday, when they 
face Southern lllinois. A meet at Louisville on Jan. 31 will 
precede the Sun Belt Conference meet Feb. 28-March 1 in 
Nashville, Tenn. Western will serve as the host.
“The next few meets will be the toughest teams 
we’ve faced,” Marchionda said.
The Toppers have taken the last two meetings 
against Southern Illinois. Western will take them on at 
1 p.m. Saturday in the Bill Powell Natatorium.
Reach Sarah Hyman 
at sports@chherald.com.
Wins
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The program’s all-time scor-
ing record fell in a 93-60 loss to 
North Carolina on Dec. 20. Less 
than two days later, Kelly tied a 
career-high 38 points to secure the 
Sun Belt all-time scoring record in 
a 80-74 win at Troy. 
Kelly put her name atop the 
school rebounding record after pull-
ing down 10 boards in a 82-64 win 
over Missouri State on Dec. 29.
Kelly’s 22.1 points per game 
average currently ranks seventh-
best in the nation, and is part of 
the Western offense that leads 
the conference in scoring average 
(75.9 percent) and field goal per-
centage (47 percent).
She also leads the conference 
in other categories, averaging 9.7 
boards per game and making .624 
percent of her shots.
A new face on the court for the 
Lady Toppers is freshman forward 
Arnika Brown. Unable to play till 
the completion of fall semester 
finals on Dec. 14, Brown is aver-
aging 9.7 points and 7.5 rebounds 
in 22.1 minutes per game.
Sophomore guard Kenzie 
Rich said that a continued pursuit 
of excellence has carried them 
through the win-streak.
“We continue to just work hard 
in practice and try to get better, 
and that’s showing in the games,” 
Rich said.
Western will try to push its 
streak to nine games tonight 
against New Orleans. 
The Privateers have a 9-9 over-
all record, 3-4 in conference play, 
good enough for fifth place in the 
Sun Belt West Division standings.
The Lady Toppers are 27-1 
against New Orleans all-time, 
with their only loss coming on 
Feb. 4, 2002 in Diddle Arena.
The last time the two teams met 
was Jan. 20, 2007. Western was vic-
torious 76-52 with the help of Kelly’s 
24 points and eight rebounds.
The Privateers have two play-
ers averaging double-figure scor-
ing. Senior guard Le’Della English 
averages 10.9 points per game and 
sophomore guard Brittany Helm 
averages 10.7 points per game.
“The big key for New Orleans 
is the amount of experience they 
have in uniform,” Cowles said. 
“They have players that under-
stand that system and at times 
have played some really good 
basketball.”
The Lady Toppers face the 
Privateers at 7 tonight at the 
Human Performance Center in 
New Orleans.
Reach Chris Acree 
at sports@chherald.com.
Kelly
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Western was able to overcome 
11 first-half turnovers to take a 
six-point lead into halftime at 
32-26.
“We told our guys at 
halftime, ‘We have to continue 
to go inside. It doesn’t matter 
if we score inside or not,’” 
head coach Darrin Horn said in 
his post-game radio interview. 
“It forces the defense to play, 
and gives us a chance to get 
to the foul line. It takes away 
(New Orleans’) aggressiveness 
a little bit.”
Two critical three-pointers 
down the stretch by sophomore 
guard A.J. Slaughter slowed 
down the Privateer effort to cut 
into the Western lead.
“Had we not turned the ball 
over like we did, we maybe 
could have run that lead out to a 
little bigger margin at halftime,” 
Horn said.
New Orleans would threaten 
in the second half, closing within 
three points. However, Lee 
responded with four points, and 
junior guard Orlando Mendez-
Valdez made a layup to end any 
comeback effort.
Evans then hit a rare three-
pointer, just the seventh of his 
career, to put the Toppers up by 
13. They held their double-digit 
lead until the end.
Evans’ three was one more 
than New Orleans, which didn’t 
hit a three-pointer the entire 
game, going 0-10.
Now Western returns home 
for six of its next eight Sun Belt 
matchups, with three in a row 
in Diddle Arena, beginning at 2 
p.m. Sunday against Arkansas 
State.
Horn challenged Western fans 
at the end of his interview.
“I hope that our fans come 
out. Right now the biggest 
crowd our team has played in 
front of in conference play has 
not been at home,” he said. “We 
just can’t let that happen. We 
have too much pride and too 
much tradition to be out-drawn 
at home.”
Break update
The Toppers currently sit 
second in the Sun Belt East 
standings behind South Alabama. 
Western lost to the Jaguars 65-61 
in Mobile, Ala., on Jan. 5.
That has been Western’s only 
Sun Belt blemish thus far, as the 
Toppers have now won seven 
contests against SBC opponents.
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Women’s basketball at New 
Orleans, 7 p.m.
▼ Saturday
Track and field at MTSU 
Classic, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Women’s basketball vs. 
Arkansas, State, 7 p.m., 
Diddle Arena
Lady Tops to kick off    
tennis season
SportS preview▼
Western’s swim team put two 
wins on their record over winter 
break. Now they just have to fig-
ure out where to put the seagulls.
When the team made their 
annual trip to south Florida for a 
two-week training camp in early 
January, sophomore Andrew 
Bloink took the opportunity to 
carry on his tradition of snatching 
seagulls from the air.
“We saw all these kids trying 
to catch seagulls last year on the 
beach, so we thought we’d try it 
ourselves,” Bloink said.
He said that the trick to the 
seagull-catching technique, which 
involves burying a swimmer 
almost completely in sand and 
scattering bread crumbs on top, is 
to stay completely still.
“If they get scared away, you’re 
underneath the sand for nothing,” 
he said.
Though the swimmers were 
able to unwind from a long semes-
ter with hours on the beach, they 
didn’t forget the reason for the 
trip.
“It was probably one of the best 
training camps we’ve had,” coach 
Bruce Marchionda said.
The women’s tennis 
team begins play at 8 a.m. 
Sunday with a match against 
Cumberland.
Cumberland finished last 
season with a 18-9 record 
and ranked 25th overall in 
the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics 
Coach’s poll. The Lady 
Dawgs lost in the semifinals 
of the Region 11 tournament.
The Lady Dawgs have a 
history with Western, having 
played them seven times in 
the last five seasons, Western 
is undefeated in those match-
es, going 5-2. 
The last time these two 
teams met, the Lady Toppers 
pulled out a 4-3 victory on 
Feb. 11, 2007.
Visit wkuherald.com for more 
information.
   
Western’s track and field 
team traveled to Murfreesboro, 
Tenn. last weekend for the 
Blue Raider Invitational and 
put in a solid performance in 
coach Erik Jenkins’s second 
meet as a head coach. 
The Toppers managed to 
take first and second place in 
both the shot and the hammer, 
among other strong perfor-
mances. 
The team will travel back 
to Murfreesboro this week-
end for the Middle Tennessee 
Invitational. 
Visit wkuherald.com for more 
information.
Over the winter break, when 
most of the student body was 
away from campus, the Lady 
Topper basketball team went 
streaking.
The Lady Toppers (14-5, 
7-0 Sun Belt Conference East 
Division) are currently riding an 
eight-game winning streak.
Coach Mary Taylor Cowles 
credits the team’s winning ways 
to a number of factors.
“I think our composure has 
been so strong,” Cowles said. 
“Each individual has stayed 
strong and stayed focused and 
stayed together as a team.
Western’s undefeated confer-
ence record puts them on top of 
the division, ahead of Middle 
Tennessee State, who won a 7-2 
conference record, 11-8 overall.
The only breaking going on 
for senior forward Crystal Kelly 
over the holidays had to do with 
records. 
Tops returning to  MTSU
SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter
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Coaching is a profession that coach 
Curtiss Long has been around all his life. 
His father, Mike Long, coached for 40 
years and served as head track and field 
coach for 23 years at Florida State.
His brother Terry followed in their 
father’s footsteps as an FSU head track and 
field coach, while his brother Jim served as 
an assistant on the Florida State staff. 
While working as an assistant coach at 
Georgia, Long met his wife, Elizabeth, who 
at the time was the school’s head gymnas-
tics coach.
“Our family has seen a lot of changes 
over the years in the coaching profession,” 
Long said.
Long’s family may have seen a lot of 
changes, but in his 27 years at Western, 
Long himself has seen just as much suc-
cess.
On Jan. 1, Long officially stepped down 
as head track and field coach and took a 
position as a part-time assistant with the 
team, ending a coaching era that was one of 
the most successful in Western history.
Since taking the position in 1980, Long 
has accumulated 33 Sun Belt Conference 
titles, coached 15 all-Americans and has 
collected 31 conference coach of the year 
awards.
But from the beginning, the accolades 
have come with sacrifice and hard work.
Long said his life existed in “four year 
intervals” before coming to the Hill, includ-
ing his stops at Florida State and Georgia. 
A job offer from John Oldham, former 
Western athletics director, changed that.
Bringing along his wife and an 11-month 
old daughter, he stepped right into the role 
of placing trophies in the awards case. 
His first cross-country team finished 
sixth in the NCAA championships, and won 
the Sun Belt title in men’s cross-country 
five straight seasons from 1982 to 1987.
Awards decorate Long’s illustrious 
career, but those close to him say the acco-
lades don’t define him.
Erik Jenkins, an athlete who ran under 
Long and assumed the head coaching posi-
tion after Long stepped down, is one such 
person.
▼ Sunday
Men’s basketball vs. Arkansas 
State, 2 p.m., Diddle Arena
Women’s tennis vs. 
Cumberland (Tenn.) University 
DAVID HARTEN
Herald reporter










Former head track and field coach Curtiss Long shares a laugh with sophomore walk-on Ben White during practice at 
Kereiakes Park yesterday afternoon. Long still works on staff as a part-time assistant.
DUSTIN STRUPP/HERALD
Senior guard Courtney Lee drives to the basket against 
Middle Tennessee State on Jan. 2 in Diddle Arena. The 
Toppers won their first home Sun Belt Conference game of 
the season 62-51, holding the Blue Raiders to 32.1 percent 
shooting overall.
On a night when two players 
averaging at least 20 points per 
game faced off, it was a player 
averaging 3.9 points per game 
who stole the show.
Western forward Jeremy 
Evans broke out scoring 17 
points in Western’s 73-55 win 
at New Orleans on Wednesday 
night at the Human Performance 
Center.
Two of the league’s top-10 all-
time scorers, New Orleans’ (14-
6, 4-4 Sun Belt East Division) 
guard Bo McCalebb and Western 
(15-5, 7-1 SBC East) senior 
guard Courtney Lee were pres-
ent for the game. 
McCalebb did his usual dam-
age, scoring 21 points, as did 
Lee, scoring 19 points.
And Evans added icing to the 
cake with his 17 points and seven 
rebounds. Five boards came on 
the offensive end.
Evans’ inside-counterparts 
did their part as well. 
Freshman forward D.J. 
Magley tacked on seven points 
and six rebounds, and senior for-
ward Mike Walker contributed 
six points and five rebounds as 
well.
LANCE BOOTH/HERALD
Kenzie Rich goes up for a shot in 
the Lady Toppers’ 86-50 victory 
over Florida Atlantic on Jan. 17.
Tops win big on the Bayou over Privateers
ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
TRACK AND FIELD
Track and field coach steps down after 28 years
Author, WKU Grad 
Smith to sign new book
Ryan Clark, a 2003 
Western graduate and author 
of the book “Game of My 
Life: Kentucky,” will hold a 
book signing at Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers, 1680 
Campbell Lane on Saturday.
The book features 30 for-
mer Kentucky men’s basket-
ball players telling stories 
from their playing days and of 
their favorite games.
The signing is slated to 
begin at 3:30 p.m. 
33 CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS



















There are plans for a new 
dining hall to be built near 
Pearce-Ford Tower.
page 2B
▼ Living the 
dream
Chronicles the state of 
racism in the community 
and follows the MLK day 
activities of Howard Bailey, 
associate vice president for 
student affairs. 
page 3B
“It gives people a 
means of transporta-




“It just takes too long 
to get the books from 
online places, and 
I prefer going and 
getting it myself. I 
also don’t trust the 
Internet.”
Cansu Uygur, 
a sophomore from Istanbul, 
Turkey, 
page 2B
“None of these things 
happened without 
resistance from the 
administration. Young 
people were taking 
action, and I’m sure 
that was a major 
threat and concern.”
Howard Bailey, 





Western hosted a robotics 
competition for elementary 
and middle school students. 
page 5B
QUOTABLE
Rental program will 
offer free access to bikes
Big Red’s entertainment abili-
ties aren’t limited to sports games. A 
crowd of people laughed as he struggled 
Tuesday to find a helmet that fit his 
head at the opening of the Big Red’s 
Bikes program. 
Unlike Western’s mascot, President 
Gary Ransdell and his wife, Julie, were 
able to find adequate head gear as they 
welcomed Western’s new service.
“It gives people a means of trans-
portation that they wouldn’t normally 
have,” Ransdell said.
 Big Red’s Bikes is a bicycle rental 
program free to all students and housed 
in the International Center. The bikes 
are currently residing on the bottom 
patio steps, chained to a big red bike 
rack with a big black lock.
Eight bikes are available for students 
to rent by the day. The program was 
founded by the GreenToppers, a cam-
pus group advocating sustainability.
The bikes were either donated or 
bought at auctions and repaired. The 
GreenToppers hope to find and fix up 
more bikes in the future. 
Ransdell also said he hopes for more 
bikes.
“It’s a cool program, and I’d like to 
see an inventory of more bikes that our 
students can check out,” he said.
The program is to help promote 
sustainability on campus, said Sara 
Ferguson, a sophomore from Springfield, 
Tenn. and GreenToppers President. Not 
only does it reduce the amount of gas 
spent on campus, but it’s a good way to 
exercise, she said.  
ERIC ISBELL
Herald reporter
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I’ve been sitting at home for most of winter 
break waiting to get back to school. But while all 
of my friends have returned, I’m still waiting.
I’m probably the least patient person I 
know and I hate being bored.
I leave for Dijon, France in nine days. I’ll be 
studying French for three months at the University 
of Burgundy’s International Center through the 
Kentucky Institute for International Studies.
There are about six other students from 
Kentucky universities going to France with me.
We’ll be taking about 12 credit hours, all 
in French and all about the French language 
and culture.
Dijon is about one hour southeast of Paris 
via a fast train, which travels at about 120 
miles per hour. I’ll be able to visit Paris on 
weekends and travel to other European coun-
tries during a two-week break in April.
Sounds exciting, right?
Well, that’s what everyone keeps telling 
me. But I can’t get excited about it. I know, 
it’s a little strange.
I’m happy about going, and I can’t wait to live 
in a foreign country and test my knowledge of the 
language. It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
But I won’t let myself get too excited, 
because excitement leads to nervousness.
My nerves tend to get the best of me when any 
big changes happen in my life, so I’m attempting 
to stay neutral about studying abroad.
My emotions always affect my health. I 
become so worked up over the changes that I feel 
ill. When I moved to Western to start school, I 
couldn’t sleep the night before or eat that day.
Someone else had to drive my car for me 
because I was so nervous. I felt weak, tired and 
absolutely miserable.
Obviously, I want to avoid those feelings 
this time around.
Wouldn’t it be fun to sit on an airplane for 
about eight hours during the night, not be able 
to sleep and feel nauseated?
No.
During the program orientation, the site 
director described the emotions we’ll go 
through at the beginning of the trip.
She said we’ll arrive in Paris in the morning 
and feel like it’s the middle of the night.
She said the jet lag will continue to be frus-
trating, and then, shortly after being in Dijon, 
we’ll take a placement test. The test will be at 
the level of a native French speaker, so we most 
likely won’t have a clue what is being said.
She said we’ll feel like we don’t know any-
thing. Pas même un peu. (Not even a little.)
Then, after a week of orientation, we’ll 
begin classes. They will be difficult and taught 
completely in French, and we cannot miss 
class. It will probably be far more demanding 
than the classes we’ve taken before.
Just writing that gives me anxiety.
I always think of the worst possible sce-
nario even though I know I will be just fine.
My concern is just staying calm before and 
during the plane ride. If I get through that, I 
can handle everything else.
“En français, s’il vous plaît” chronicles one 
student’s study abroad experience. Christina 
Howerton is a sophomore news/editorial jour-







Morehead freshman Allie Kerns pays for col-
lege without her parents’ help. Working during 
winter and summer breaks helps pay for the many 
fees of her postsecondary education, including 
textbooks.
“Each semester my books have been around 
$400 or $500, even if they’re used,” she said.
Kerns, a broadcasting major from Morehead, 
said that she usually tries to buy all of her books 
used. 
But sometimes that isn’t enough to cut costs.
“With my major, my books are really expen-
sive,” she said.
Kerns is not alone in saying that.
According to the University Bookstore, some of 
the most expensive majors are nursing and engi-
neering, where books for one class can be more 
than $300.      
    Textbook prices have almost tripled from 1986 
to 2004, the Herald reported last April.
“The textbook industry is a thriving business,” 
said Forrest Halford, department manager for the 
bookstore, “as textbooks are highly demanded in 
recent years.”
According to Halford, one of the reasons prices 
keep rising is the expansion of the used book 
industry. 
Publishers attempt to make up for this loss by 
making new editions, with enhancements and add-
ons, such as compact discs. 
This is one of the only ways publishers make 
money, because they don’t profit from used books 
sales.
The bookstore is looking to lower textbook 
prices for students through a subsidy program 
involving local businesses.
The bookstore is asking local businesses for 
money to help students pay for books and promises 
to promote those businesses in exchange. 
The program had success in its first semes-
ter when American Engineering in Glasgow and 
Service One Credit Union donated money to the 
classes of their choice last fall.
“I was a student here,” bookstore director 
Shawna Cawthorn said. “I know how expensive 
books are.”
Subsidy money wasn’t available this semester 
because Julie Childress, who contacted businesses, 
left her position in the Department of Institutional 
Advancement. 
Cawthorn said the program wasn’t able to fol-
low up with businesses after Childress left. 
Cathy Priddy, the intern responsible for setting 
up textbook subsidies this semester, plans to ask 
businesses to donate money for the fall semester. 
The bookstore doesn’t receive any money from 
the textbook subsidy program, Cawthorn said.
“We make money one way or the other,” said 
Jim Sears, assistant director of the bookstore. “It’s 
altruistic and self-serving.”
Lowering textbook prices isn’t just a goal of the 
bookstore.
State house Rep. Rick Nelson (D-Middlesboro) 
recently proposed a bill to investigate pricey text-
books. 
Though the bill didn’t pass in the General 
Assembly, Nelson recruited the Program Review 
Committee to conduct a study of high textbook 





Students deal with rising costs of textbooks
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BRIANA SCROggINS/HERALD
Julie Ransdell helps fasten President gary Ransdell’s helmet before trying out the 
new bicycles from the greenToppers bike rental service on Tuesday. The program 
is geared toward providing another mode of on-campus transportation. Students 
can find the bikes, available for rent, at the International Center.
WES NOLEN/HERALD
Grab a bite
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M K CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
®
                                 Must Purchase 3 Pizzas  •  Offer Expires 6-30-08
Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. 
Delivery charge may apply.
FACILITIES
New food court planned 
between PFT and Keen
RYAN W. HUNTON
Herald reporter
Site preparation began last 
week for a food court to be built 
between Pearce-Ford Tower and 
Keen Hall.
“It’s the most under-served 
area on campus,” said Gary 
Meszaros, director of auxiliary 
services.
The project is intended to 
thin the crowds of Downing 
University Center and to offer 
late-night services, Meszaros 
said. 
It’s expected to be completed 
by the fall.
The Student Life Foundation 
will pay for construction of 
the 6,300-square-foot facility, 
according to a Western press 
release. 
The projected cost is esti-
mated at $2 million. 
The food court will include 
a Popeye’s Chicken, a ZOCA 
Tex-Mex restaurant, an Edy’s 
ice cream parlor and a conve-
nience store.
Meszaros said each restau-
rant has a variety of healthy 
options.
“You don’t have to get fried 
chicken — you can have your 
chicken baked,” he said. “It’s 
all about choices.”
Vegetarian options will also 
be highlighted.
“You can get a naked burrito 
at ZOCA’s,” said Roy Biggers, 
director of dining services.
Recent surveys have showed 
that students favor the project, 
said Biggers, according to the 
press release.
“We’re listening to the voice 
of the students,” he said.
Biggers said that talk has 
been going on for years about a 
project like this.
In March, an Einstein Bros. 
Bagels will open at Mass Media 
and Technology Hall.
It will offer bagels and cof-
fee, among other things.
In May, Taco Bell will close 
in DUC. The area will be reno-
vated over the summer.
In August, a sushi bar will 
open in its place. The name of 
the sushi bar is undecided.
Biggers said he would call it 
‘Sushi.’
“It will offer sushi, (or) a 
hot bowl with rice or noodles,” 
Biggers said.
Also in the fall, Western 
plans to open a food court at the 
south campus.
It will include a ZOCA and a 
Grille Works.
Reach Ryan W. Hunton 
at news@chherald.com.
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“It’s being conducted as we 
speak,” Nelson said.
In the meantime, some stu-
dents turn to online alterna-
tives like Amazon.com and 
Half.com in search of cheaper 
books. 
The bookstore publishes 
textbook information online 
that students can use to com-
pare prices with competing 
booksellers. 
“I’m really proud of the fact 
that we let all information out 
there,” Halford said in refer-
ence to the ISBN numbers of 
the books.
“I’m firmly behind the idea 
of competition,” he said.
Halford said it’s one way to 
keep everyone honest.
“If we were the only busi-
ness in town doing it, we could 
charge whatever we wanted,” 
he said.
Western also has a slight 
advantage over other universi-
ties in Kentucky.  
Close to 80 percent of the 
faculty on campus turn in their 
book lists on time, enabling 
Halford to order more used 
textbooks before other univer-
sities purchase them.
For some students, though, 
there are not enough used 
books at Western’s bookstore.
“I was looking for used 
books, but all I could find 
was new,” said Cansu Uygur, 
a sophomore nutrition major 
from Istanbul, Turkey, as she 
browsed the aisles.
Still, Uygur said she pre-
fers shopping at the campus 
bookstore. 
“It just takes too long to get 
the books from online places, 
and I prefer going and getting 
it myself,” she said. “I also 
don’t trust the Internet.”
Bowling Green sophomore 
Jenna Binion said she’s buying 
all of her textbooks from Half.
com this semester.
“The prices are cheaper, 
and I don’t have to fight the 
crowd,” Binion said.
Uygur isn’t the only one 
who refuses to shop online.
Zach Clark, a hospital-
ity management major from 
Central City, buys his books 
from the university book-
store.
One of the reasons Clark 
shops at the bookstore is con-
venience. It’s just closer, he 
says.
Clark says that he’ll likely 
be spending around $500 this 
semester.
“My biology book this 
semester is taking up almost 
half of that, since it costs 
$200,” Clark said. 
 But the cost doesn’t really 
affect him that much. Clark 
believes that “it doesn’t matter 
how much you spend, it’s what 
you get out of it.”
Reach the reporters 
at news@chherald.com.
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VVBOWLING GREEN
“We shall overco-o-me, we 
shall overco-o-me, we shall 
overcome some da-ay-ay,” the 
marchers sang, forming pockets 
of warm steam in the cold air.
Other marchers had sung this 
song before – in Montgomery, 
Ala., Washington, D.C. and 
Selma, Ala.  
But unlike Selma, there were 
no armed state police waiting at 
the end of this march.
Instead, during the march, 
Howard Bailey ran to the gro-
cery store to make sure they had 
condiments for the hot coffee 
he had waiting for them at the 
State Street Baptist Church. 
Bailey, associate vice president 
for student affairs, helped prepare 
the 2008 Martin Luther King 
Holiday Celebration. He was con-
tinuing four decades of activism.
While much legally sanc-
tioned segregation has slowly 
died off since the civil rights 
movement, Associate History 
Professor John Hardin said the 
United States is still in therapy 
regarding racial justice. 
“It’s like a 12-step process, 
and we’re only on step two,” 
he said. 
The issue today lies not in 
race alone, but in appearances 
and the intersection of race and 
class, Hardin said. If someone 
can appear like the “average 
American,” they can thrive, but 
if they can’t, they are discrimi-
nated against.
Blacks and Hispanics make 
up about a quarter of the gen-
eral population but half of the 
prison population, according to 
the U.S. Department of Justice 
and the U.S. Census Bureau.
Both groups are less like-
ly than whites to own houses 
and both have lower median 
incomes, according to the 
Census Bureau. 
“Some have made it in our 
system; others are stuck and 
can’t get out,” said Saundra 
Ardrey, head of the political 
science department. 
Bowling Green isn’t immune 
to these racial and economic 
inequalities. The three main 
problems it faces are education, 
housing and employment dis-
crimination, said Linda McCray, 
head of the Bowling Green 
Human Rights Commission.
“People know not to say any-
thing discriminatory, but their 
actions are evidence that discrim-
ination still exists,” she said. 
Ninety-eight percent of stu-
dents at Dishman-McGinnis 
Elementary School, on Old 
Morgantown Road, qualify for 
the Federal Free and Reduced 
Lunch Program, according to 
school officials.
Bowling Green also has a 
home ownership percentage 
of 49 percent, well below the 
national average. 
“You essentially have two 
communities: the haves and the 
have-nots,” she said. 
McCray said she is also con-
cerned that some landowners may 
be discriminating against their 
tenants by denying them spe-
cial discounts and charging them 
higher rates because of race. 
“Discrimination allows peo-
ple to make a lot of money,” 
she said.
To deal with these issues, 
the commission works with 
the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission and 
the Kentucky State Human 
Rights Commission to investi-
gate and take legal action.
Bowling Green Mayor Elaine 
Walker is trying to create a 
Diversity Task Force in the next 
few months to deal with issues 
of discrimination. 
“There are many things under 
the surface,” she said. “The task 
force will be looking for these 
things.”
Bailey said Western’s cam-
pus still has much to do in 
reaching racial equality. 
Bailey began his campaign 
for racial justice as a high school 
student in Kentucky in 1965. He 
and other students walked out 
of class and marched to influ-
ence the school board to stop 
delaying construction of a new 
high school. 
Bailey said he didn’t really 
comprehend the changing times 
until he came to college at Western, 
where he actively campaigned for 
student groups for blacks.
“None of these things hap-
pened without resistance from 
the administration,” he said. 
“Young people were taking 
action, and I’m sure that was a 
major threat and concern.”
Bailey said he makes increas-
ing diversity a priority in the 
places he has the ability to hire.
“I’ve got African-Americans, 
I’ve got Latinos, because I make it 
a priority to find more,” he said.
Ricardo Nazario-Colon, direc-
tor of the Office of Diversity 
Programs, said the key to achiev-
ing social justice on campus lies 
in creating an honest dialogue 
between groups so that individu-
als can see their commonalities 
as well as their differences. 
Bailey agreed, saying that 
the creation of racial dialogue 
was an important achievement 
of the civil rights movement.
Despite these things, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day served as a 
reminder of a continued struggle 
for Bailey and others like him. 
“I usually go home on Dr. 
King day frustrated and angry 
because I get so tired of hear-
ing the ‘Dream Speech,’” he 
said. “Martin Luther King was 
about nonviolent direct action. 
When you’re telling me about 
nonviolence, you’re hoping I 
don’t raise up against you for 
what you’ve done.”
Herald reporter Ryan Hunton 
contributed to this story.
Reach the reporters 
at news@chherald.com.




(Top) Associate Vice President for Student Affairs Howard Bailey, a former student activist, con-
tinues to be involved in campus and community activities. (Bottom) Members of the Bowling Green 
community celebrate the life and efforts of civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. during a church 
service Monday at State Street Baptist Church.
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The project began with 
Western alumna Ellen Hagan, 
who worked on it for more than 
a year and a half. Hagan lives 
in Eugene, Ore., and a lot of 
communities near her have bike 
rental services. She thought a 
college campus would benefit.
Robin Borczon, director of 
international programs, said 
the GreenToppers approached 
them about housing the pro-
gram in their offices because 
the group was having trouble 
finding someone to back the 
program.  
“Needless to say, we jumped 
on it,” she said.
Borczon said that the inter-
national office tries to be as 
environmentally friendly as 
possible.
Meredith Martin, a 
Fayetteville, Ark. graduate stu-
dent and GreenToppers mem-
ber, said the program is great 
for the environment and inter-
national students.
“It’s a form of transportation 
that’s environmentally friendly, 
and it’s free too,” she said. “I 
also think it’s great for inter-
national students because it’s 
located right here.”
 Most of the students come 
from countries where bicycling 
is a primary means of transporta-
tion, so this is easier than purchas-
ing a new bike, Borczon said.
 




Weapon control bill  
introduced in Frankfort
A bill that would prohibit 
weapon control policies was 
introduced to the Kentucky leg-
islature.
Rep. Robert Damron, D-
Nicholasville, introduced House 
Bill 114 to the State House 
of Representatives on Jan. 8. 
It is awaiting review by the 
Judiciary Committee.
Universities are currently 
the only institutions that pro-
hibit concealed carry licensees 
from keeping a gun in the car, 
Damron said.
“I don’t think it’s appropri-
ate for universities to be above 
the law that applies to everyone 
else,” Damron said.
Although administrators 
have expressed opposition to 
such bills, General Counsel 
Deborah Wilkins said it’s too 
early in legislative session to be 
concerned.
“A lot can happen between 
now and April,” she said.
Damron said there is a mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee 
that could kill the bill with a 
pocket veto. However, he said 
there were 63 co-sponsors of 
the bill out of a 100-member 
House, so he believes there 
is enough support to push it 
through.
President Gary Ransdell said 
Western doesn’t support the bill.  
“Any educational enterprise is 
no place for a firearm,” he said.
— Holly Brown
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CAMPUS LIFE
Robotics competition attracts 
280 youngsters to campus
RANDALL REARDEN
Herald reporter
On Saturday mornings, most 
children watch cartoons while 
eating their cereal.
But those who wanted to 
compete with knowledge and 
hard work livened up their 
weekend.
Students from the ages of 9 
to 14 filled Diddle Arena and 
Downing University Center 
on Saturday for the Kentucky 
FIRST LEGO League State 
Robotics Competition. FIRST is 
an acronym for For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and 
Technology, an organization that 
promotes science.
Western has hosted the event 
the past three years.
At least 280 competitors 
and their support force came 
to showcase their talent in 
the building and operation of 
robots. Some participants even 
came from Tennessee and 
Missouri. 
The competitors were judged 
in four areas. The first was 
robotics, where participants 
programmed robots they creat-
ed and used them to accomplish 
missions for points, said John 
Inman, Ogden College science 
outreach coordinator and co-
coordinator for the event.
Contestants also were  judged 
on the technical makeup. Judges 
asked them about construction 
and programming.
Then the teams made pre-
sentations on alternative energy 
resources. 
Finally, the teams were given 
a problem and judged on their 
ability to fix it.
Participants were also taught 
the concept of “gracious profes-
sionalism,” meaning presenting 
high quality work while empha-
sizing the value of others and 
respecting individuals in the 
community.
“It’s being professional in all 
you do,” said former Western 
student Joseph Howard, a com-
petition volunteer.
Grant Imahara from 
“Mythbusters” was here for the 
competition and talked with the 
participants.
“It gets kids interested in 
science and engineering which I 
think is going to be the future of 
our country,” Imahara said.  
Keith Andrew, head of the 
physics and astronomy depart-
ment, mentored a team of five 
youngsters, the Envirobots. He 
said they had been preparing 
since August. 
Nerves seemed to be no fac-
tor for the kids. 
Team member Kris Andrew 
said he was a “little nervous 
maybe” as he prepared his mas-
terpiece.
“It’s a great way to keep 
them busy on the weekends,” 
Keith Andrew said.
Park City senior Rebecca 
Humphrey volunteered for the 
event.  
She said she enjoyed being a 
part of the children’s enthusiasm 
for science and engineering.
“It shows kids on a small scale 
what programming and engineer-
ing is like,” Humphrey said.
The main sponsors for 
the event were Western, For 
Inspiration and Recognition of 




Members of the 








tion on Jan. 19. 
This was the 
third FIRST LEGO 
League 2007 KY 
State Robotics 
Tournament held 
in Diddle Arena 
and Downing 
University 
Center.PhOTO bY EmILY PEARmAN
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